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Safety Notice During article development, firearm testing, training, 
and participating in shooting activities, Junior Shooters insists that 
all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow NRA-approved 
safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs must always be 
accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs taken in which the 
camera is in front of the firing line, or what would be the firing line, 
are made using a remote camera.

Warning Readers:  Be advised that there may be products represented in this 
magazine as to which the sale, possession, or interstate transportation thereof 
may be restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing requirements.  
Prospective purchasers should consult the local law enforcement authorities 
in their area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, products, equipment, 
and components under particular conditions and circumstances, some or all of 
which may not be reported in the particular article and which this magazine has 
not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the 
use of any product or the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept no responsibility for 
any liability, injuries, or damages arising out of any person’s attempt to rely upon 
any information contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult 
supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing line were done via remote 
camera.

Many people and companies within the shooting 
industry are proactive in this. They support shooting 
foundations, youth shooting organizations, and the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) has the 
“First Shots” program. This is a great way to introduce 
first-time shooters in your community to firearm 
safety and the shooting sports. There are 4H programs, 
Olympic style programs, almost all ranges have some 
type of youth shooting events, and organizers of every 
shooting match I know of actively encourage juniors 
and new adults to participate.

What can we as individuals do to help promote the 
shooting sports and encourage new youth shooters as 
well as new families to try these fantastic sports? You 
can certainly talk to non-shooters and encourage them 
to try it (always considering safety first). Talking with 
a non-shooter should bring out your own enthusiasm 
for the sport. Offer to take them shooting or go watch 
a match. However, be very careful if you take a new 
shooter out yourself instead of having them start with 
an established shooting program. Yes, you have to go 
over all of the safety rules first. This is a MUST. But 
even more so, it is important how you approach it.

Why is it so important to consider carefully what you 
do with a brand new shooter? Because this first time 
will make the difference. The difference between an 
active shooter and supporter or a person with a negative 
attitude toward shooting and our 2nd amendment rights.

Here are some of my thoughts:
1.    Go over the safety and range rules first. If you don’t 
know them, you shouldn’t be teaching someone.
2.  Explain the operation of the firearm and how to 
safely handle it. Do this before going to the range if 
possible. Include shooting stance, body position, feet 
position, hand position, head position, and breathing.
3.    Once at the range, go over the safety, operation, and 
body positions again before taking the first shot.
4.   Start with a .22 LR, preferably a bolt-action rifle, 
or even an airgun (probably the best thing!). Using an 
airgun indoors before going to the range is great!
5.   Make sure they are comfortable with the .22 LR 
rifle before going to the pistol.
6.   Do NOT take a new shooter out, regardless of age 
or size, or trying to be macho, and hand them a center-
fire rifle or pistol to see how they can handle it. That 
even applies to a .38 Special or 9mm. No, No, No! This 
is probably one of the worst things you can do.

We want a very positive experience so we want minimal 
recoil; .22 LR or airgun.
7. Watch, listen to their concerns, and answer any 
questions.
8.  Don’t rush.
9.   Many times I will stop the first range session with the 
.22 LR and not continue further until the next session.
10. Only go to a larger caliber once you are positive 
they are comfortable with the .22 LR, AND all of the 
safety rules and handling the firearm.

Your teaching and example will either gain us a 
staunch supporter or send someone down the path of 
being anti-gun. Go out. Promote. Teach and have fun.

Safety always comes first.
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By Andy Fink, Ben Moody (17), Justin 

Underwood (16), and Brock Lueddeke (15)

WOW! I love the 22/45 LITE! It is accurate, very lightweight, and way 

COOL! We received two of them for review and I couldn’t have been more pleased.

Are you familiar with probably the most popular .22 LR semi-auto pistol in the 

world? That is the Ruger standard .22 LR and all its various models and variations.

RUGER 22/45

SO
LIGHT!



LITE
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The Ruger MK III (Mark Three) was first produced in 2004 and is still being 
manufactured today in a great number of variations. MK II was made from 1982-
2005, the standard from 1949-1982, and the MK I from 1951 to 1982. The original 
Ruger semi-auto .22 LR had no model number as it was the first semi-auto pistol 
made by the Sturm, Ruger and Company. The 22/45 came out in 2009 and was very 
similar to the regular MK III, but it had a grip angle which was identical to the Colt 
1911 .45 ACP. The LITE model first appeared in 2012.

The pistol is a semi-auto .22 Long Rifle (LR) and has a blowback action with a 
10-round magazine. The basics have not changed, but it has become sweeter and 
sweeter over the years with lots of companies making aftermarket parts to enhance 
its performance. It is probably the most popular semi-auto .22 LR pistol ever built!

The Ruger series of .22 LR pistols have been used for plinking, hunting, 
competitions like Steel Challenge, Scholastic Pistol Program, and Rimfire Challenge, 
as well as a safe gun or a just-in-case gun thrown in your tackle box or vehicle, and 
as a carry gun, for self-defense human or animal. There was actually a case of a 
person, a junior at the time, Ty Weaver, bringing down a huge charging boar with 
one. He and his dad were standing over a boar they had shot when another one 
came charging out of the brush. He pulled out his MK III and unloaded 10 rounds 
into it head-on and the boar dropped at his feet!

We originally had a pair of MK IIIs that we reviewed in 2008 and they were 
great. We then fully customized them into Tactical Solutions PACLITEs and 
they became competition race guns.

Back to the 22/45 LITE. With a 1911 grip angle, a lightweight polymer 
from the bottom of the standard 22/45, it is combined with a lightweight 
aluminum receiver/barrel shroud with cutouts, and a barrel already 
threaded for a compensator or silencer. This makes it the perfect 
camp gun, hiking pistol, back-pack .22, and base competition gun. 
It only weighs 22.7 ounces but still maintains a full-sized grip 
and feel of the regular 22/45. This is an AWESOME gun for 
youth and a fun gun for an adult. (I love mine!)

Sure, there a lot of things you can do, as well as using 
aftermarket parts like drop-in triggers and bolt grips, 
accurizing kits, and fiber-optic sights. However, 
you can compete right out of the box with 
this gun and hit your target! Plinking 
is a ball. 

Ben 
shooting 
the 22/45 
LITE.

Ben, 
holding the 
22/45 LITE 

he shot.

RUGER 22/45

SO COOL!
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We used a variety of ammunition and it functioned very 
well with everything we fed it, which was mostly high-
velocity. Two of the best were Federal Value Pack and 
AR Tactical.

You should really check these out at your local dealer.
Here are some of the comments I received from some 

of our juniors who have been using MK II, MK III, and 
the 22/45:

Basic 22/45 with 
threaded barrel. Great 
gun and perfect for 
someone who wants a 
1911 grip feel.

Tactical Solutions’ 
PACLITEs are made 
from a Ruger MK III.

A Ted Blocker holster, Armscor .22 
LR ammo, and the Ruger 22/45 LITE 
with a silencer: a perfect combination 
for plinking, and ground squirrels.

By: Ben Moody (17) 
The 22/45 LITE from Ruger is a great next generation .22 pistol. It is very lightweight, allowing you to drive the gun faster than the comparable Ruger Mark III. The thin grip fits smaller hands perfectly, making it ideal for young shooters and women. The vents on the barrel . . . well, those are just cool points! The barrel is also pre-threaded for either a muzzle break or suppressor, adding even more cool points! The safety, slide lock, and magazine release are all easily accessible, adding to the comfortable ergonomics and practicality of the firearm. A great aspect of the entire Ruger line is the availability of aftermarket parts. There are several different options for magazine base pads which make the magazines easy to seat, as well as extended charging handles in a variety of shapes. The takedown of a Ruger is fairly simple. The hardest part is taking off the back of the handle, but after a few times of cleaning the pistol it becomes second nature. In conclusion, the 22/45 LITE with its combination of grip size and weight is an ideal gun for junior shooters and adult shooters alike. I would highly recommend this pistol for competition shooters that want a lighter gun for Steel Challenge. I would like to thank Ruger and Junior Shooters magazine for the opportunity to try this awesome handgun.

“WOW, I love the 22/45 LITE!”
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22/45 LITE 
with fluted barrel.

Brock practicing with his Ruger MK II.

Two original 
MK IIIs 
tested and 
reviewed in 
2008 then 
made into 
Tactical 
Solutions’ 
PACLITEs.

By: Brock Lueddeke (15) 
I appreciate having the Ruger Mark II. Why? It is a legit, lightweight and low recoil pistol, therefore 

making it a great beginner gun for a youth. The MKII is excellent for practicing trigger press and 

stance, and has an affordable ammo cost. I love to use this firearm to practice 3-Gun and transition 

between pistol and rifle. I also practice by going out to my range and standing 5-7 yards from a paper 

target to work on one-hole marksmanship. Moreover, I use this pistol during the spring to hunt whistle 

pigs in the desert. Shooting these small squirrels is a ton of fun and great marksmanship practice. 

The only complaint I have with the MKII is the magazine release. Combat and tactical reloads 

are cumbersome and take a lot of time. For Rimfire Challenge matches, this tends to slow me down. 

Otherwise, I am a huge fan of this pistol. This firearm is a useful tool, fun to shoot, and has been in our 

family for many years. The MKII is one of my best practice tools and I could not find a better firearm.

By: Justin Underwood (16)
You want to know why I like the Ruger Mark III? Where do I even begin? 

For starters, there’s a darn good reason this .22 LR pistol is still in continuing 
production. It’s extremely reliable. One time, my father and I were out shooting 
and we couldn’t figure out why the slide wasn’t staying locked open after the 
last shot, and why it was quite difficult to get open. We decided to do a little bit 
of detective work, and upon opening up the entire blowback bolt assembly, we 
found out that the little Ruger pistol had been cycling through a few HUNDRED 
ROUNDS almost flawlessly that day while having an ear plug jammed in that 
tiny little space. My dad always had a habit of keeping his shooting ear plugs 
inside the pistol case. During transport to or from the range at some point, an ear 
plug had decided to take up residence inside the slide assembly. Needless to say, 
our frustration with the gun turned into amazement at its reliability. 

Second of all, Navy Seal candidates use this gun during one of their training 
phases during BUDS. They are especially fond of the amphibious/suppressed 
model that Ruger has designed specifically for them. ‘Nuff said. Since the first 
model that came about in 1962, this little .22 LR handgun has been bringing 
smiles to all.

SO ACCURATE!
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By Keaton 
Chia, Program 
Director, 
Easton 
Foundations

Archery is an age-old sport. 
Conversely, it is also a sport for all 
ages. From young to old, archery 
truly captures the imagination. This is 
evident with the growing interest in the 
sport with popular movies such as “The 
Hunger Games” and television shows 
like “Arrow” prominently featuring the 
sport. It has a special draw that urges 
people to pick up a bow and arrow. 
From the first shot, especially for young 
archers, there are many paths and 
opportunities available. At the Easton 
Archery Center of Excellence, we aim 
to open the eyes of young archers to the 
many possibilities for them in archery 
as well as what it will take to achieve 
those dreams.

Located at the Olympic Training 
Center in Chula Vista, Calif., our facility 
is a high performance-training center 
dedicated to the sport of Olympic-
style archery. Our primary users are the 
Resident Athletes (RA) of USA Archery 
who train full time.  While the RAs range 

in age, many of them are quite young, 
in their teens, or early twenties. Having 
a dedicated archery center affords them 
the best possible training environment to 
achieve their Olympic aspirations. They 
are able to live on site, train at 70 meters 
(the distance shot in the Olympics) both 
indoors and outdoors, work out in our 
gym, tune equipment in the workshop 
equipped with a high speed camera and 
3D motion capture system, and more. 
Many of these archers were successful 
in youth divisions before taking this step 
into full time training, which is reflective 
of the pathway archery provides from 
first shot to elite shooters.  

What does this mean for young archers? 
Alongside the high performance training 
of the RA program, our center offers a 
variety of opportunities for archers to 
come and experience what it means to 
“train for excellence”, as we say here. 
We host youth development programs 
such as the USA Archery Junior Dream 
Team program as well as our own 

training camps for youth clubs, school 
teams, collegiate teams, and more. By 
blending high performance athletes 
with developing archers we are able to 
teach lessons that can only be learned 
from experience and those interactions.

Archery is a very simple sport at 
heart; however, one quickly discovers 
that the lessons it offers are endless. In 
the same way, we hope young athletes 
will discover new sides of the sport they 
love by being immersed in the culture 
and environment here. We want them to 
see both what it takes to step into this 
next level of high performance archery 
as well as see it is possible to continue 
challenging themselves in exciting ways 
to attain a new level of mastery of their 
bow. The RAs who train at the center 
are on an incredible journey of growth 
and success. With their bow in hand, 
we know young archers will be inspired 
and encouraged as they find their way to 
archery success. 

Opening Eyes
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ABOUT THE EASTON FOUNDATIONS
Created by Jim Easton, CEO of Jas. D. Easton, Inc., the Easton 

Foundations aims to promote and maintain the viability of archery 
by growing the sport as a mainstream activity at the state, regional, 
and national level. This is accomplished by developing grassroots 
programs in communities and schools, supporting college and 
university programs, and through these efforts, inspiring the next 
generation of Olympic and Paralympic hopefuls. Additionally, the 
Foundations supports the building and/or operation of outdoor and 
indoor archery facilities at city parks, schools, universities, and 
sports complexes throughout the U.S., and provides programs to 
train aspiring archers, trainers, coaches, and administrators. For 
more information on the Easton Foundations, please go to the 
website www.esdf.org. Connect with us on Facebook. 
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I set the alarm, but I know I won’t need it, for the night before is a sleepless spell because of an itchy trigger finger 
and an anxious dog. The morning is a rush of excitement, and I can’t turn my thoughts from the first mallards in my 
spread. 

This winter will be a great learning experience, with my recently acquired driver’s license, a new bag of decoys, 
and a fantastic dog. I don’t know how I got turned on to duck hunting because my dad’s passion has always been deer 
hunting. Ducks were never a big priority for him. Duck hunting has turned into my main obsession. Now I always pray 
for a cold snap in the weather. This year it finally came and brought me into my first season on my own. 

On the opening morning of the 2015/16 season, I stayed the night at my buddy, Colton Cooper’s, house and never 
got a lick of shuteye. We were just too excited to focus on sleep. Images of cupped-up mallards skydiving to get into 
our decoys made sure of that. Finally morning came, and before we knew it, we were throwing decoys out on the river. 
At first shooting light, the wood ducks were flying great. We started our morning with a few wood duck drakes. A little 
later into the morning, we started to kill widgeon and mallards. Then we were sure a two-man limit was in the making. 
It was a beautiful way to finish off a two-man limit. We did it on a flock of pintails, with four birds to go to limit out.

 Retrieving a duck with a great dog is a sight to see when they launch out of the blind and into the water like a rocket 
with water flying everywhere. Something about that image just gets me excited. On one hunt this year, I headed out 
to Lake Lowell with my buddy, Colton Cooper. We typically get up really early to hunt the lake because it is a high-
traffic, public-land, duck-hunting destination for the Treasure Valley, and anyone can be in the spot you want, so we 
do our best to be the first ones. We showed up at 4:30 in the morning, and there were already five cars in the parking 
lot. So we hiked out there and got our decoys set up, and now we have a boring wait until shooting light.

 Finally, the wait is over and the lake sounds like a firework show. Everyone and their dog is shooting but us. We 
begin to wonder where the birds were. Then out of nowhere, they dropped in. They came in flocks around thirty, and 
all of the mallards were decoying perfectly into our spread. Within a short amount of time, we had our four-man limit. 

The lake can produce good hunts at times, but my favorite place to hunt is the Snake River, where I have spent most 
of my life. As I grew up, exploring the river was my favorite pastime! 

By far, the best hunt we had all season was on the Snake River. We killed a seven-man limit of mallards and one 
pintail drake, the pintail being the prize of the hunt for sure. I had gone out earlier that morning, but due to bad luck, 
I returned home empty-handed only to get a phone call from my buddy Colton saying how the ducks were all over 
him and there were five other guys with him and that I needed to get my butt over there as quick as I could. So I hung 
up, and in a flash, I was back on the river, and we finished with a seven-man limit to 
end the day. 

For the last hunt of the season, I took out a couple of my dad’s coworkers, and 
we shot a three-man limit of bufflehead drakes, golden eyes, and widgeon. Fall 
can’t come soon enough! Until then, I will be rippin lips (fishing term) by day and 
dreaming of mallards by night.

 This article is dedicated to my Grandpa John, who lost the battle against cancer on 
January 28, 2016, but received a victory in heaven seconds later. 

By Tanner Hardy (15)
Duck....Duck....Ducks!

“Then out of nowhere, 
they dropped in.” 
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With 2016 well under way and strong 
firearm sales anticipated for the future, it’s 
good to pause for a moment and talk about 
safely storing all those handguns, shotguns 
and long guns when not in use 

Whether going to and from the range, 
traveling to a match or to some hunting 
destination far away, and especially in the 
home, safely storing firearms so that they 
do not fall into the hands of people who 
should not have access to them, should 
be a top priority for any firearms owner. 
So important is this that the topic of safe 
storage and preventing unauthorized access 
to firearms, particularly by children, are 
the reason for NSSF’s highly successful 
Project ChildSafe program.

Project ChildSafe is a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt, nonprofit charitable organization 
committed to promoting firearms safety 
among firearms owners through the 
distribution of safety education messages 
and free firearm Safety Kits. The kits 
include a cable-style gun-locking device 
and a brochure (also available in Spanish) 
that discusses safe handling and secure 
storage guidelines to help deter access by 
unauthorized individuals.

Project ChildSafe is a real solution to 
making our communities safer. More than 
15,000 law enforcement agencies have 
partnered with the program to distribute 
more than 37 million firearms safety 
kits to gun owners in all 50 states and 
the five U.S. territories. In 2015 alone, 
Project ChildSafe distributed more than 
300,000 firearms safety kits through its 
law enforcement partners in every state in 
the nation. Through vital partnerships with 
elected officials, community leaders, state 
agencies, businesses, the firearms industry 
and other stakeholders, Project ChildSafe 
has helped raise awareness about the safe 

    Great  
Strides

and responsible ownership of firearms and 
the importance of securely storing firearms 
to help reduce accidents and access by 
unauthorized individuals.

Even bigger things are to come for Project 
ChildSafe. In 2015, NSSF received a two-
year, $2.4 million dollar grant from the U.S. 
Department of Justice to run a gun lock 
distribution and firearm safety education 
program.

“We were extremely pleased that the 
Department of Justice in an independent 
peer-reviewed application process awarded 
this grant to NSSF,” said Bill Brassard, 
NSSF Senior Director, Communications. 
“We expect it to go a long way toward 
helping us interact with communities across 
the country and to educate gun owners and 
non-gun owners about firearm safety.”

That was just part of the good news to 
come from 2015. Other checks in the plus 
column included Project ChildSafe growing 
its network of individual and organization 
supporters to number 
more than 43,000. Just 
a few of the newest 
supporters included 
Cabela’s, Sportsman’s 
Warehouse, USA 
Youth Education in 
the Shooting Sports, 
the Arkansas Fish & 
Game Commission, 
Michigan Gun Owners, 
L I F E C h u r c h 3 6 0 , 
The Sportsmen of 
Tomorrow and dozens 
of others.

“Every time I think 
we’ve gathered support 
from so many who are 
interested in helping 
Project ChildSafe 

Makes

get its message out to the community, the 
phone rings with someone else looking to 
help,” said Brassard. “That kind of ongoing 
support sends a powerful message about the 
value Project ChildSafe provides.”

You can help Project ChildSafe continue 
its work in your community and others. 
Start by visiting www.projectchildsafe.
org. There you’ll find resources such as the 
terrific video champion shooter Julie Golob 
made with us that helps parents and kids of 
all ages talk about gun safety and what to 
do when they find themselves in a situation 
where they’ve encountered an unsecured 
firearm. You’ll also find a schedule of 
where Project ChildSafe events are being 
held across the country during 2016, fun 
“Mythbuster” quizzes on gun safety, and 
ways you can donate to help keep the 
project going. 

“You can support a program that truly 
works to help save lives in your community,” 
said Brassard. 

By Jennifer L.S. Pearsall, 
NSSF Director, Public 
Relations



STANDARD FEATURES:
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    Great  
Strides



Ben Moody with 
Eurasian dove 
downed by the 

Wing Shot.

The Wing Shot - 
an awesome air 

shotgun!
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pattern on 

5-inch by 5-inch 
target shot at 20 

yards
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The Air Venturi Wing Shot is unlike any other shotgun on the market. What makes it so 
different? It is powered not with gunpowder, but with air!  That’s right -- it shoots wads of BBs 
using a pre-charged cylinder of air. When I took the Wing Shot out of the packaging, I was 
surprised at how much it looked and felt like an actual shotgun. The finish on the wood was of 
good quality, and the action was engraved with designs. I was surprised to find it even had a 
removable choke! To charge the air tank takes either an air gun hand pump or a prefilled air tank. 

The package came with three different projectiles, including six shot, eight shot, and a package 
of empty wads to build your own ammo. There is also the option of shooting a 50-caliber slug, 
but I did not have any slugs available. Hunting with the Wing Shot is really fun! I found it is 
great for invasive species, such as Eurasian doves, having more than enough power to bring 
down these midsized birds. 

The shot pattern is narrow compared to my 12 gauge, about 6 inches at 15 yards, but after 
practicing I was able to consistently hit my targets. This has been the most comfortable shotgun 
I have used, largely because there is zero recoil, allowing me to maintain a great follow-through 
with every shot.  

The stock fit me very well, and pulling the bead to the target was natural. 
A really cool aspect of the Wing Shot is the option of building your own wads. I used regular 

BBs to make the equivalent of buckshot; it was extremely effective on the targets I was using. 
The Wing Shot is a single-shot air gun, containing five shots per filled cylinder. I suggest 
purchasing an air tank capable of charging the cylinder, because using a hand pump is a good 
30-minute workout.

The fact that the Wing Shot has all the look and feel of a shotgun but the versatility of an air 
gun makes it a great choice for shotgunners. According to the manufacturer’s specifications, the 
max velocity is 1130 fps, showing that it is not a toy and should be treated as a firearm. I would 
like to thank Air Venturi and Junior Shooters magazine for the opportunity to test this awesome 
air gun.

By: Ben Moody (17)
WING
SHOT 

Wing Shot 
being 

charged with 
an air pump.

#8 shot wad 
compared 
to regular 

12-gauge shell

L to R (copper 
BBs on the right) 

6 shot, 8 shot, 
and custom BB 

load
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3-GUN & 2-Gun
Annual

Special - Edition
Coming September 2016

BE IN IT!
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Brock Lueddeke (15)

Hunting 
Mule 
Deer

geAr liSt
• Remington 700 ADL, .308 Winchester, 24” barrel, 

1:10 twist, Timney Trigger
• Vortex Diamondback, 4x12-40, BDC reticle
• Leica 1200 rangefinder
• Leupold 10x42 binoculars
•  Realtree weatherproof clothing
• Buck knife
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On October 28, 2015, I began a hunt in Idaho (Unit 13) with my dad and Dallas Weaver 
(a family friend). The tag was in a limited draw unit, and my goal was to shoot a 
multipoint mule deer buck. We camped in a timbered area above Pittsburg Landing, 
along the Snake River in Hells Canyon. The weather for our trip was forecasted to be 
in the upper 20s to low 30s, with rain and snow most days.

Morning, October 29, 2015. We set out driving down the road from Pittsburg 
Landing and saw two bucks running with a bunch of does. Apart from that group of deer, 
we had seen a bigger buck, so we attempted to sneak up on it. Unfortunately, as we crept c l o s e r , 
shots were fired just on the other side of the hill from us. Apparently, other hunters saw the deer as well and had beaten 
us to them. The deer were between us, so after the shots stopped, we crept around the hill and up to see where the deer 
went. We saw that they had crossed into Unit 18 (unit boundary was about 400 yards south), but we only saw two bucks 
and could not find the bigger one of the three; it had simply disappeared. 

Afternoon, October 30. We had seen a group of does with a small buck, but it was not what I was looking for, so 
I passed on shooting it. Later that afternoon, we walked up a long, steep draw and saw two bucks with a bunch of 
does. Off to the right of these deer was a shooter buck. It was a large three-point mule deer, but we couldn’t get on 
it before it dropped down the other side of the draw. We then tried to get up high to look into where we thought 
it might have gone; no luck, they disappeared. After sitting, napping, and eating some snacks, we moved on 
up the draw. We saw another decent three-point with a doe. It was too small to shoot, so I passed on it as well. 
T h e rest of the evening was quiet and we saw a few more deer as we headed back to camp. 

Morning, October 31. We set out back toward the canyon bottom. I saw a small buck early on, right at 
daylight, and passed on shooting it. While I was still putting the gun back on the ATV rack, my dad saw a giant 

four-point buck just above him and Dallas. I was not ready, and by the time I got my rifle and ran back down there the buck 
had walked over a steep ridge, so my dad and I walked up the ridge to try and locate it. No luck. We tried to go up and around 
to the next draw. No luck. So, we sat watching the hillsides for a while and we saw four does with a nice buck. After walking back to 
where Dallas was, we all started looking at a buck in the spotting scope. After some discussion, Dallas told me that it was a pretty good 
buck, at least three points on both sides. This was the buck I was looking for and Dallas said I needed to make a hunt on it. So, dad and I 
walked into up into this draw, keeping our silhouettes obscured by the terrain. We worked on getting this buck by sneaking up on a small 
hill, finding a point where we could see it and still lay prone. 

Using a Leica 1200 rangefinder, I was able to range the distance to the buck at 438 yards. On my Remington 700, in .308, I have a Vortex 
Diamondback 4x12 scope and BDC reticle. I was shooting 168-grain Swift Scirocco bullets loaded with 44 grains of Varget powder. This 
bullet and powder combination gave me a muzzle velocity of 2770 FPS in my rifle. Knowing this, my dad was able to develop a DOPE 
chart for the reticle in my scope at a 200-yard zero. At 438 yards, I knew I needed to use the third line as my point of aim. There was very 
little wind in my face (no value), so I held the third line on its chest and fired. My first shot missed, but barely. The buck started to trot up 
the hill, still broadside to me. I shot again, holding the third line for some lead. My shot connected! The buck dropped! When we found 
him, I saw that my buck was a four-by-three, and fully mature. I was very happy with the results of my hunt!

This was an exciting hunt with family and a friend. I had an awesome time hunting with those two guys and I learned a lot. Plus, I was 
able to use the shooting skills which I have developed while training with the Junior Shooters Team here in Idaho to successfully harvest 
a fully mature, multipoint mule deer buck.


